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BACKGROUND PURPOSE
The NHS Confederation, NHS 
Providers and The Centre for 
Health Communications Research 
(CHCR) have joined forces to launch 
an annual NHS communications 
conference and awards. The inaugural 
conference and awards will be held 
on 15 and 16 September 2021. 

The conference and awards fill a gap 
in the market as there is currently 
no dedicated annual conference 
and awards for health care 
communicators. 

 z To recognise the strategic 
contribution of communications 
professionals and their teams in 
relation to the delivery of health 
and care services.

 z To celebrate excellence in the 
health communications, to 
showcase best practice, and to 
share learning across health and 
care organisations. 

 z To promote and recognise excellent 
performance and leadership across 
health communications.



WHY  
SPONSOR?

 z Promote your communications 
product, service or idea to  
our network of health 
communications leaders

 z Position your organisation as 
experts and thought leaders

 z Benefit from the joint expertise of 
NHS Confederation, NHS Providers 
and CHCR acquired through working 
with our members

 z Build a relationship with our 
members and foster collaboration 
to improve communications in 
health and care

 z Communicate through our unrivalled 
database of key communications 
contacts across the whole  
health system.

HOW WILL THE  
EVENT BE  
MARKETED?
Promotion of the exhibition will be 
featured in our integrated marketing 
campaign. This includes regular 
social media activity, monthly email 
marketing, blogs featured in the 
press and a direct mail campaign 
sent to over 2,000 contacts.



The CHRC runs a highly regarded post 
graduate communications course for NHS 
communicators which now has more than 
100 communications professionals in its 
alumni. Collectively, we have unrivalled 
reach into the communications teams of 
NHS organisations and are well placed  
to deliver an inspirational conference  
and awards.

We are targeting two different audiences 
across both events:

NHS Communicate Conference  
(15 September) 
This one-day conference will be targeted 
at the most senior communications leaders 
working in provider trusts, primary care 
federations, CCGs, PCNs and ICS, as well 
as in national and regional government. 
It will be attended by director, associate 
director and ‘head of’ level communicators, 
with an expected audience of between 
150-200 delegates. 

It will feature keynote speeches 
from senior NHS communicators and 
communications leaders from across the 
public sector and industry. 

The conference will be delivered virtually 
in the first year, but our intention is to 
move to an in-person event in 2022. 

NHS Communicate Awards  
(16 September)
This will be open to a much wider 
audience, with no limits on the 
communicators who want to attend.  
We will start with 10 award categories 
in 2021, looking to expand this in 2022 
and beyond. A high-profile host will 
add a sense of occasion to the awards 
ceremony, which will be held in  
the evening. 

The awards will also be run virtually in 
the first year.

This is a strategic-level conference 
and awards targeted at the most senior 
communicators working in the NHS. 

Between the NHS Confederation and NHS 
Providers, we have in membership every 
NHS provider trust, clinical commissioning 
group, integrated care system, primary 
care network, and primary care federation, 
as well as a range of voluntary sector 
providers. Our reach covers the entire NHS 
in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

WHO WILL  
YOU MEET?



We have four tiers of sponsorship 
on offer. Each organisation can take 
up one package, although individual 
partners can sponsor more than  
one award. 

SPONSORSHIP 
PACKAGES

This package offers the highest level of  
visibility and branding throughout the 
conference and awards. There will be one 
overall partner. This does not preclude the 
individual awards being sponsored.

Benefits include:

	z Exclusive headline branding across the 
conference and awards.

	z The chance to speak in one of the  
plenary sessions.

	z Opportunity to deliver a break-out session 
during the conference (topic and format to 
be agreed with the project partners).

	z Attendance for 2 x delegates at the 
conference and 5 x delegates at the awards. 

	z Place for an individual to be an award 
category judge for one award.

	z Branding on all conference and award 
materials, including marketing emails, 
social media and the website.

	z Opportunity to write a blog on the NHS 
Confederation and NHS Providers websites 
(subject to agreement on the topic with  
both organisations). 

	z Acknowledgement in the conference chair 
and award host’s introductory and  
closing remarks. 

Cost: £15,000 + VAT
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This package is available for up to two 
commercial partners.

Benefits include:

	z Branding across the conference or awards.
	z The conference supporter will be  

entitled to attendance for 2 x delegates  
at the conference, and 2 x delegates at  
the awards. 

	z The award supporter will be entitled to 
attendance for 5 x delegates at the awards, 
and 1 x delegate at the conference. 

	z Place for an individual to be a judge on one 
of the awards categories.  

	z Branding on all conference or award 
materials, including marketing emails, 
social media and the website.

	z Opportunity to write a blog on the NHS 
Confederation and NHS Providers websites 
(subject to agreement on the topic with  
both organisations). 

	z Acknowledgement in the conference chair  
or award host’s introductory and  
closing remarks. 

Cost: £5,000 + VAT for each partner, up to a 
maximum of four sponsors

This package offers the highest level of visibility 
and branding for either the conference or  
the awards. This does not preclude the 
individual awards being sponsored.

Benefits include:

	z Exclusive headline branding across the 
conference or awards.

	z The chance to speak in one of the  
plenary sessions. 

	z Opportunity to deliver a break-out session 
during the conference (topic and format to 
be agreed with the project partners).  
Only applicable to the conference  
exclusive partner.

	z The conference supporter will be entitled 
to attendance for 2 x delegates at the 
conference, and 2 x delegates at  
the awards. 

	z The award supporter will be entitled to 
attendance for 5 x delegates at the awards, 
and 1 x delegates at the conference. 

	z Place for an individual to be a judge on one 
of the awards categories.  

	z Branding on all conference or award 
materials, including marketing emails, 
social media and the website.

	z Opportunity to write a blog on the NHS 
Confederation and NHS Providers websites 
(subject to agreement on the topic with  
both organisations). 

	z Acknowledgement in the conference chair or 
award host’s introductory and  
closing remarks.  

Cost: £10,000 + VAT for each. 
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There are 10 award categories to choose from. 

Benefits include:

	z Exclusive branding for the award.
	z Part of the judging panel for  

sponsored category. 
	z The opportunity for a representative of your 

organisation to present the award alongside 
the awards host. 

	z Logo on screen and credits in script during 
your sponsored category. 

	z Logo and link to your website from the NHS 
Providers and NHS Confederation websites. 

	z Credits on marketing and advertising in 
build-up to the evening and in the post 
awards brochure. 

Cost: £1,000 + VAT for each. 

Award category supporter 4

Award category Available to sponsor?
Best Behaviour Change Campaign Yes
Promoting Diversity and Inclusion in Communications Yes
Working in Partnership Award Yes
Innovation in Communications Yes
Internal Communications and Staff Engagement Yes
Best Stakeholder Engagement Yes
Communications Team Health and Wellbeing Award Yes
NHS Board Commitment to Communications Yes
NHS Rising Star Awards (for each of the 7 x NHSEI regions) Yes
Outstanding Contribution to Health Communications Award Yes



NHS Communicate  
Conference and Awards: 
Sponsorship opportunities 

NHS
COMMUNICATE

AWARDS
2021

NHS
COMMUNICATE

AWARDS
2021

WHO TO  
CONTACT
John O’Brien
Commercial Director
NHS Confederation
john.obrien@nhsconfed.org

Daniel Reynolds
Director of Communications and 
Membership Operations 
NHS Confederation
daniel.reynolds@nhsconfed.org 


