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UK government's preparations for a 'no deal' scenario 
On 13 September, the Department for Exiting the European Union published a further 28 technical 
notices, which set out the preparations the government is undertaking to plan for a possible ‘no-deal 
scenario’.  These follow the 25 papers published on 23 August alongside letters from Matt Hancock, 
Health and Social Care Secretary, to the health and care sector, pharmaceutical companies and 
suppliers of medical devices. You can find our briefing on the first set of technical notices on our 
website.  
   

Technical notices and guidance  
The 28 technical notices published on 13 September set out how current arrangements work and explain 
what would happen in a no deal scenario. If no deal is reached with the EU, the UK will then be a ‘third 
country’ outside the EU, so EU legislation will no longer apply (though in practice the EU Withdrawal Act 
means that wherever possible, EU legislation will become UK legislation, which can then be amended at a 
later date).  
 
This set of notices focused on a number of issues including: labelling products, business regulations, 
personal data and consumer rights and travelling between the UK and EU. The main points included:  
 

• UK drivers may need an international permit to drive in European countries. 

• Surcharge-free roaming when you travel to the EU will no longer be guaranteed. However, Dominic 
Raab, the Secretary of State for Exiting the EU has said that two mobile operators have agreed to keep 
free data roaming and the government is proposing to cap any data charges at £45 a month.  

• Anyone travelling to the EU should make sure they have at least six months left on their passport, 
although that will not apply to travel in Ireland. 

• Blue passports will start being issued from late 2019. 

• Many products tested in the UK after Brexit will no longer be able to be sold on the EU market without 
being re-tested by an EU recognised body to meet minimum safety standards. This does not cover 
automotive, aerospace, pharmaceuticals, chemicals or medical devices, the implications for which are 
covered in separate papers. 

   
We highlight the key issues from the notices which might have an impact on health and social care 
services below. A full list and links to the technical notices can be found in Appendix 1.  
 

  

http://nhsproviders.org/resource-library/briefings/on-the-day-briefing-uk-governments-preparations-for-a-no-deal-scenario
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/how-to-prepare-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal
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Technical notices that may impact health and care 

While none of the technical notices published on 13 September were published by the Department of 
Health and Social Care, seven technical notices may have an impact on the health and social care sector, 
specifically on healthcare services or on the medicines industry. These are outlined below.  
 

Trading in drug precursors  

Under a no-deal Brexit, companies would need the same licences and registration to trade with the EU as 
they currently need to trade with non-EU countries. This means that some pharmaceutical companies will 
face additional regulatory hurdles, needing import and export licences to trade with the EU, which is not 
currently the case. The Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry (ABPI) said some of the chemicals 
covered by the notice “will already come from non-EU countries – so the appropriate authorisations are 
already in place”.  
 

Accessing public sector contracts 

Without a deal, the UK would no longer be able to publish public sector contracts on the Official Journal of 
the EU via Tenders Electronic Daily (TED). Britain would need to establish its own procurement database 
which would be used by the public sector to assess tenders from Brexit day onward. UK suppliers might 
not be able to bid for EU contracts in future if they did not qualify.  
 

Data protection  

The government has already taken steps to ensure its data protection regime is aligned as closely as 
possible with the EU’s by passing the Data Protection Act 2018. However, the UK wants an “adequacy 
decision” from Brussels that would rate the UK’s level of personal data protection as essentially equivalent 
to that of the EU – and that will not be forthcoming until after the UK leaves the bloc. To deal with any 
gap, UK companies receiving personal data from their EU counterparts could use “standard contractual 
clauses”. These allow personal data to flow between businesses that pledge to uphold certain data 
protection standards. Large organisations with international operations beyond the EU use these clauses 
as a matter of course. However, for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) they are likely to be 
complicated and time-consuming, potentially involving legal services. 
 

European Social Fund (ESF) grants 

The current European Social Fund in the UK provides funding for employment schemes, education and 
training. This paper sets out that the UK government has guaranteed that any projects that we set to 
receive EU finds in the 2014-20 budget, will continue to receive the money from the Treasury to limit the 
impact of a no-deal Brexit.  
 

Common Travel Area  

This sets out that Irish citizens could continue to come to the UK, and their associated rights will continue, 
including the right to access healthcare in the UK.  
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Trading under the mutual recognition principle if there is no Brexit deal 

Some goods are traded in the single market on the basis of mutual recognition of national regulations 
rather than EU-wide product standards. If no deal is reached, companies will need to meet the domestic 
regulations in each individual EU country because the mutual recognition of standards would no longer 
apply. This would substantially increase the number of variations needed to be produced and complicate 
the logistics of manufacturing. 

 
Trading goods regulated under the ‘New Approach’ Goods 

The UK plans to replicate the ‘New Approach’ procedure with a new UK mark of approval and, over time, 
the regulations might differ. At first, however, the implications are limited because the UK will recognise 
the existing CE mark of product conformity for what is described as a “limited time”. This notice doesn’t 
cover pharmaceutical products, which are covered by individual papers on: Batch testing medicines, 
Medicines, Medical Devices and Clinical Trials, Submitting regulatory information on medical products. 

 

Appendix 1: Full list of other papers published on 13 September 
Home Office  
Travelling with a European Firearms Pass if there's no Brexit deal 
Trading in drug precursors if there's no Brexit deal      
Travelling in the Common Travel Area if there's no Brexit deal     
Travelling to the EU with a UK passport if there's no Brexit deal     
 
Cabinet Office  
Accessing public sector contracts if there's no Brexit deal 
 
Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy  
Connecting Europe Facility energy funding if there's no Brexit deal     
European Regional Development Funding if there's no Brexit deal    
European Social Fund (ESF) grants if there's no Brexit deal   
Appointing nominated persons to your business if there's no Brexit deal  
Trading under the mutual recognition principle if there's no Brexit deal    
Trading goods regulated under the 'New Approach' if there's no Brexit deal     
Merger review and anti-competitive activity if there's no Brexit deal    
Running an oil or gas business if there's no Brexit deal    
Satellites and space programmes if there's no Brexit deal    
 
Ministry of Justice   
Handling civil legal cases that involve EU countries if there's no Brexit deal 
    
Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs  
Funding for UK LIFE projects if there's no Brexit deal    
Industrial emissions standards ('best available techniques') if there's no Brexit deal    
Upholding environmental standards if there's no Brexit deal    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/batch-testing-medicines-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/how-medicines-medical-devices-and-clinical-trials-would-be-regulated-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/submitting-regulatory-information-on-medical-products-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-with-a-european-firearms-pass-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/trading-in-drug-precursors-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-in-the-common-travel-area-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-in-the-common-travel-area-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/travelling-to-the-eu-with-a-uk-passport-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accessing-public-sector-contracts-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/connecting-europe-facility-energy-funding-if-theres-no-brexit-deal/connecting-europe-facility-energy-funding-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-regional-development-funding-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-social-fund-esf-grants-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/european-social-fund-esf-grants-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/appointing-nominated-persons-to-your-business-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/trading-under-the-mutual-recognition-principle-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/trading-goods-regulated-under-the-new-approach-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/merger-review-and-anti-competitive-activity-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/running-an-oil-or-gas-business-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/satellites-and-space-programmes-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/handling-civil-legal-cases-that-involve-eu-countries-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/funding-for-uk-life-projects-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-emissions-standards-best-available-techniques-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/upholding-environmental-standards-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
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Using and trading in fluorinated gases and ozone depleting substances   
 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport  
Broadcasting and video on demand if there's no Brexit deal    
What telecoms businesses should do if there's no Brexit deal    
Data protection if there's no Brexit deal    
Mobile roaming if there's no Brexit deal  
 
Department for Transport  
Getting an exemption from maritime security notifications if there's no Brexit deal    
Recognition of seafarer certificates of competency if there's no Brexit deal    
Driving in the EU if there's no Brexit deal    
Vehicle type approval if there's no Brexit deal    
Reporting CO2 emissions for new cars and vans if there's no Brexit deal    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/using-and-trading-in-fluorinated-gases-and-ozone-depleting-substances-if-theres-no-brexit-dealhttp:/mmail.dods.co.uk/wf/click?upn=bq9iL-2FG44uH5u4EXDGxRu70xxjVc4TBKLYGA-2Bk8WYIY-3D_jNkDjfQOvNvRN9Dk0aWHsUxghm9IwTAa-2FJ-2F0qB1QVQX-2BupaceNzRsSaZWbk7ddlL0Om2mRWUL-2FLf-2FbCrQT-2FDNd9w4EcqHt1QATIu42PdC4Mqq9oGLJOARbQdShDbrh3hmSWLNRWXArOe3B7l8khD9-2FzKCoDYEexvAgDEHFyuiJENVZVlB-2Bc6yf9jfNtw2tXah-2Bhc-2BOUi-2BW-2B0QoTbOtT80t2LmWE9kTzSsLV2KPItD5s-3D
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/broadcasting-and-video-on-demand-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-telecoms-businesses-should-do-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/data-protection-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-roaming-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/getting-an-exemption-from-maritime-security-notifications-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/driving-in-the-eu-if-theres-no-brexit-dealhttps:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/recognition-of-seafarer-certificates-of-competency-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/driving-in-the-eu-if-theres-no-brexit-dealhttps:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/recognition-of-seafarer-certificates-of-competency-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/vehicle-type-approval-if-theres-no-brexit-deal
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reporting-co2-emissions-for-new-cars-and-vans-if-theres-no-brexit-deal

