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SUMMARY OF BOARD PAPERS – STATUTORY BODIES 
CARE QUALITY COMMISSION BOARD MEETING – 18 JANUARY 

For more detail on any of the issues outlined in this summary, the board papers for this meeting are available here. 
 

Chief Executive’s Report 

• The Care Quality Commission’s (CQC) executive team have sourced external consultancy to re-examine the issue 
of report timeliness. This is due to start later this month.   

• Out of the 4,917 return inspections 46 per cent have improved their overall rating, 45 per cent have not changed 
and 9 per cent have deteriorated.  

• Following the Secretary of State for Health’s announcement on the 9 January, NHS England (NHSE) and NHS 
Improvement (NHSI) are to consider a series of measures which may be taken in particularly distressed systems. 
This will include working with the CQC on rapid re-inspection where this has the potential to re-open 
community health and social care bed capacity where there are restrictions on admissions.  

• The CQC has committed to review those services where there is a restriction on admissions, and where this 
lifting of restrictions would have the potential to increase capacity in those areas where there are the most 
significant pressures on the health services.  

• This review would take into account an assessment of the risk of the service and consider whether a re-
inspection could be brought forward with a view to lifting the restrictions on admissions if sufficient 
improvement has taken place and can be sustained.  

• The CQC have been very clear that they would not support putting people at greater risk by agreeing to open 
up services where they have serious concerns, and they will not be compromising on their standards of 
quality.  

• The CQC are also working very closely with NHSE and NHSI to monitor the intense pressure being faced by A&E 
departments, as also covered in the Secretary of State’s statement.  

• Following the Prime Minister’s announcement on the 9 January, the CQC’s thematic review of Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services will identify the strengths and weaknesses of the current system to support 
young people’s mental health. The detailed scope, responses and timetable are being developed.  
 

 

CQC consultations  

1 The CQC are currently consulting on plans for the next  phase of their regulatory approach, including a revised 
assessment framework for all sectors, principles for how the CQC will regulate new models and complex 
providers, and how the CQC will regulate trusts. To contribute to the NHS Providers response, contact Cristina 
Sarb by 2 February. 

2 Both the CQC and NHSI are jointly consulting on how the two organisations will assess trusts’ use of resources 
and their leadership and governance. To contribute to the NHS Providers response, contact Cristina Sarb by 2 
February. 

• The CQC will publish their response to these consultations in the spring before running a further consultation 
focussed on how they will register health and adult social care services, how they will regulate adult social care 
and primary medical services, as well as any further updates on their work with new models and complex 
providers. 

• Read our NHS Providers’ on the day briefing which briefly summarises the CQC and NHS Improvement 
consultations, their headlines for NHS providers, and our initial response. 
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